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others have felt difficult is that I may serve the interest of my
country and my fellow-citizens, and I am not seeking my own ends.
I should like to say that I have long abandoned the desire for
selfish gains or interest, and if you are not inclined to believe me
I will give you the following proof:

Were I bent upon the pursuit of political aggrandizement, strug-
gling with others for ascendancy, why should I enter upon a common
business such as railways ? My family home is at Hsian-shan,
near to Macao, and from my youth up I lived in a farmstead, where
I saw all the difficulties of the poor farmers. In the night-time I
used to meditate that should 1 be able to save these poor souls
out of their misery I would not hesitate to forward the plan, even
if I had to tear my flesh and bones to pieces, and to wade through
water and fire. After continual meditation I arrived at the conclu-
sion that as there has been want of proper means of communication
for this vast country and its natural resources, unless railways be
built there can be no salvation for the nation and its people from
poverty. Therefore 1 devoted my full energy, and made all plans,
wishing that the construction might be finished as soon as possible,
so that the people might obtain relief from their misery. Those
who do not understand me have made use of the rebellion in the
South to speak evil against me. They say that I have cherished
selfish ideas. They have even drawn upon their imagination, and
recorded slanders in the Press to be published to the world for the
destruction of my reputation. Thus the lie has spread from one
end to the other. They have denounced Wen as an enemy to the
administration of the Republic. However, the lie cannot affect
me a bit, and the only thing I can do is to laugh at it.

However, I have a friend in my wife, who has the same mind
with me. I bought a foreign building at Shanghai as my residence,
but my wife loves our native place, and returned to Kwangtung
with our daughters. She forsook the luxury of Shanghai, willing
to live in a secluded place, and she prefers to reside among the
poor and miserable villagers rather than among persons of higher
ranks. She has been in sympathy with the purposes of my heart.
If I, Wen, have a desire for riches and honour, how could I allow
my good wife and loving daughters to depart from me ? Finally,
my elder daughter died in Macao, and from a distance of thousands
of li I hurried back to bury her. I have met with adversity after
adversity, and how can it be said that I still have a mind to contend
with others for political power ? Thus has been my character,
and will not you, my friend, believe me ? From the very beginning
I have adopted the principle that I would never contend with others
for power or interest. I think you have noticed this characteristic
in me, as we have been friends for so long a time,

If you say that the Kuo-min-tang has done things too urgently,